REASON AND PREDISPOSITION

cannot, or does not. He starts with the belief, and
probably the road by which he came to it is deep
down beyond the reach of his consciousness. He my A
his conviction of the truth of revealed religion and
of the authority of the church as its divine guardian
and exponent is not due to " emotional feelings and
sentiments, and still less to any declarations of
authority," but to the "evident dictates of calm
and solid reason." Yet these reasons he cannot net
forth so as to satisfy Sir James or any other Im-
partial reader. It is evidently his belief in them
that convinces him of their truth.

The Catholic note which Mr, Mivart Hounds itt
unmistakable, and is frequently met with in the
current British reviews. Here it is in an essay by
Aubrey de Vere: "Reason knows her own limits.
When the subject matter lies wholly within those
limits, as in science, truth is proved by reason; in
matters capable of man's apprehension in part, and
yet partially beyond those limits, it is proved to
reason. In the former case Reason asserts; in the
latter case she confesses." How plausible this L%
and how cleverly it prepares the way for the author-
ity of the Catholic church! It is flaying, in effect*
that there are certain reasonable things which yet
lie outside of the limits of reason, and which reason
is to accept without proof. Are there any limits to
reason in the sense here implied ? I think not. All
reasonable things are to be apprehended by the
157 that would be interesting.  But he
